
Community Development
One Village at a Time

The Haiti Community Support Bi-Annual Newsletter
www.haitisupport.org

Bonjou! Volume 1, Issue 2 Autumn 2007 - Published November 30, 2007

This is our big annual event, and we really depend on our 
supporters this important day. We’re doing the party early this 
year to avoid the conflicts with other fundraisers later on in the 
season.  Bring family and friends who are still on-island for the 
holidays.  For details and to buy tickets online go to 
www.haitisupport.org.

What You Can Do:  You can help!  We need event 
volunteers! Help us get the word out! Buy lots of tickets for 
your friends, family and clients. Please call Mathilde at 340-
244-1483 or 340-772-4380 or email
mathilde haitisupport.org for more details.

Our 4th Annual Event is one of the hottest tickets of the 
season!  Fun and food start 3 pm at Mt Victory Camp, 
Frederiksted.  It’s our big event of the year.  This year with 
more music, and more to do. Please bring friends and family 
for a great day.  Look at all the activities:

•Music by Quelbe legend Jamesie and the All Stars,  
•Monty Thompson’s Haitian Drummers ecstatic trance 
rhythms  
•Caribbean Camp Feast- Mt Victory’s famed Crucian Pig 
Roast,  with full plate of extras, veggie dishes, and deserts.
•Live Auction, silent auction, raffle
•Dance ContestCalypso and RaRa
•Local fruit daiquiries and Jouk li Jou stand.

Our Biggest Fundraising Party Ever!
Join us Sunday, January 6, 2008!“Haiti is not for the 

weak.”  Those words of 
advice and caution, were 
given to me by one of 
Haiti’s  most 
experienced  community 
medical administrators. 
Her words come to my 
mind when things get 
tough:  when our car

Letter From Mathilde:

breaks down and we 
have no money budgeted to fix it, when we run out of 
funds for life-saving medicine, when our daughter Zavie
became dangerously ill with malaria, when our bug bites 
become septic, when a villager returning from the city to 
die of drug resistant tuberculosis asks us for a little food to 
help take the pain away – and when his mother looses their 
tiny plot of land to pay for his funeral.  
In times of sorrow and weakness my inspiration is in the 
brave and hopeful faces of my family and their village 
neighbors, the joy in our students faces, and in their 
parents’ words, and songs, as they carry rock after rock on 
their heads for the new school foundation.  And I especially 
take hope in the support we’ve gotten from our St. Croix 
community.  Your willingness to help has made 2007 a 
huge success.
Our whole family went into the mountains for almost three 
months in summer ‘07. We lived mostly in the village. This 
edition of Bonjou is a report of the problems we 
encountered, what we accomplished, and our plans for the 
future.  
We hope you feel encouraged, as we do, that a small group 
like ours can reach out to save lives, uplift misery, and to 
offer strength to the valiant efforts of our Haitian 
neighbors. 
I wish you the joy of the holiday season, the simple joy of 
giving.  That you take as yours, the words of a young man 
who went to school thanks to our scholarship: “God will 
reward you for what you are doing.”
Love, 

Mathilde Aurelien-Wilson
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With rocks on heads, bags of sand on backs, carrying 
buckets of water, with singing and dancing and children 
underfoot, with shovels mixing concrete, and the metallic 
clang of the block mold, with the braying of mules, and splat 
of mortar slapped onto rock walls, construction of our 
permanent school began. 
When we arrived in June, between harvests, with little rain, 
and no paying work anywhere, the village of Au Centre was 
like a ghost town.  People were desperate. Thanks largely to 
the lead donations of HCS’s most stalwart supporter: Ulla
Neuberger, we hit the ground running.  At one point we had 
over 120 people on our payroll.  We added a hot lunch to the 
pay and sped up all efforts to start building.  With food 
available, and their new school building begun, hope began 
to return to the forgotten town of Au Centre.  
We’ve now completed almost all the foundation for this 
4000 sq. ft. school building.   It is 8 large class rooms, and 
an office/library.  It’s the first municipal building ever 
constructed there. 
First we completed the food warehouse, and a community 
kitchen.  This gives us vital storage space for the crops 
we’ve begun growing on the land around the school, and 
makes storage of emergency food supplies possible.
By summer’s end we’d run out of money for construction.  
Since then a small block-making crew remains working, 
getting materials ready for the next big construction push 
once funds are available.  
What you can do: Consider sponsoring construction of a 
classroom; see our article on Lasting Legacygifts.  Please 
call Mathilde at 340-244-1483 or 340-772-4380 or email 
mathilde haitisupport.org for more details. 

For a dollar a day, our sponsors are currently funding almost 
a third of school and lunch program operations. 
While we were in the village, 48-year-old Remy Figaro
sought out Mathilde.  With tears in his eyes he said  “Three 
years ago when my wife died I didn’t know what would 
become of our five kids.  But because of the school my three 
oldest have a chance, and our family will survive.”   It’s a 
story we hear so often.
What you can do: Make the Sponsor A Child Program 
your gift of choice for family and friends this holiday 
season.  Contact us at 340-772-4380 or go to 
www.haitisupport.org for more details.

Building the New Renaissance Elementary 
School:

Sponsor a Child Program is a Great 
Success Story

The school lunch 
program is working 
wonders. Our hot meal 
helps the kids pay 
attention better and 
have less sick days.  
Lunch is a big bowl of 
hot rice with beans and 
sauce and a glass of 
juice.
Sponsor a Child
program members are 
helping to stabilize 
funding for the school 
and lunch programs. 

A few of Our Accomplishment
This Past Year:

• Two more semesters of learning (and lunches) for our 125 
students.

• Emergency medical care with regular visits by a wonderful 
medical doctor

• Photo-voltaic electrical system installed to run the fridge 
needed to store vaccines.

• Complete plan and budget done for a community water 
system to  bring clean water to the village

• Food warehouse and community kitchen built and school 
gardens planted

• Renovations completed to make a livable apartment in the 
village for visitors

Make “Sponsor A Child” your Gift this Year

This holiday season give the gift that keeps on giving every single day -- give a kid a chance. Sponsor A Child 
on behalf of your loved ones and we’ll send them a Sponsorship Certificate with a photo and details of the child 
being sponsored.  For details go online at www.haitisupport.org.
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In our isolated mountain community we are constantly 
haunted by what is happening behind the walls of our 
student’s homes:  A 45 year old father bleeding from sores 
on his legs – untreated diabetes. 
A young man staggers into the village with his young wife 
draped over his back. Doctor Lajeau gives us the news:  
“bleeding stomach ulcer.”  It’s June, between food crop 
harvests, they have little food and zero money. We bought 
the $4.00 antibiotic prescription that probably saved her life. 
A mother brings her son to our classroom clinic.  Diagnosis: 
herniated and infected groin and testicle.  Antibiotics stems 
the infection and our doctor arranges for the boy to go to Au 
Cayes for an operation. 
Every doctor visit finds kids and parents with malaria – the 
number one killer in the Third World.  The $3.00 bottles of 
chlorquine we supply is quite a bargain considering the lives 
saved.  
We’re very thankful to Dr Bill and Melinda Scott whose 
lead donation made these interventions possible.  Our plan 
before we arrived to the village was to work on getting an 
immunization program started.  But with so much serious 
disease and illness, we spent the greater part of our time 
finding and treating critical cases.  Thankfully our work to 
set-up an emergency clinic takes important steps toward 
doing comprehensive inoculations. 

Water:  Giving Life…or Taking it Away

The village depends on a few small springs for all its 
water needs.  These “seeps” are contained by small dams, 
and the water is contaminated.  For some houses it’s more 
than a mile walk to and from the spring.  The last quarter 
mile is steep and slippery.  It’s a time consuming effort.  
But things can be worse; in drought times these springs 
dry up, putting the whole community on the brink of 
disaster.
The solution is 3 Kilometers up-mountain from the 
village, where a spring flows clear and strong year round.  
Getting this water to the village is a major project.  First 
priority:  precise engineering plans and budget.

A local donor offered to help:  Firstly they got us in touch 
with Dr. Paul Farmer, of the famous Partners in Health 
hospital in Haiti’s Central Valley.  Farmer offered to loan 
us his water engineer, Evans Jean Pierrewho designs 
such systems.  This summer we brought Eng. Jean Pierre 
to Au Centre and with a team of villagers he mapped out 
the pipelines and distribution system, and did the 
community end-use surveys and plans. We’ve translated 
the plan from French and as of press time we are 
submitting the proposal to potential backers. 
It’s a costly project, yet the village has no other option.  
Without safe water our students will continue to come to 
school sick, and infant mortality due to diarrhea will 
continue to be a threat.  Without easily obtained water, 
our villagers will continue to spend valuable energy and 
time that should be spent on programs that will build a 
viable community. 

Providing Emergency Health Care

How you can help:
We’re seeking lead donors in funding this effort.  Can 
you help us? Know who can? Call us at 340-772-4380 for 
more details. 

Donate Online at www.haitisupport.org!
For your convenience we now accept donations online. Your 
tax-deductible donation via our website will help us take our 
success one step further and make a world of difference for 
one small community. 
Go to www.haitisupport.org and donate online.

Thank you!
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In a mountain hamlet that had never had a free elementary 
school, the whole village turned out to build the foundation 
for their new 4000 sq. ft. public school house.  Parents who 
never had the gift of education understand that this is the 
greatest legacy they can offer their children.  
With the foundation complete, we're ready to build the 8 
classrooms.  One person has stepped forward and donated 
$5,000, the cost of building one of those classrooms.   Now 
we're looking for seven more partners to help us create the 
lasting legacy of educationto those who need it most. 
Would you like to reach out to a forgotten mountain 
community and build a classroom for generations of kids to 
learn to read and write? 
Your $5,000 donation toward the school building will 
ensure that a classroom is built.  In recognition of your 
generosity, we will name this classroom in your honor.  We 
will put a plaque next to the door of each classroom with 
your name and an inspirational quote of your choice.  For 
more information please call Mathilde at 340-244-1483 or 
340-772-4380 or email mathilde haitisupport.org. 

The Renaissance Elementary School
Lasting Legacy Program

How You Can Help:
•Sponsor A Child
•Donate Your Time
•Connect us to Donors
•Donate Needed Items
Contact us at info     haitisupport.org for more details, or visit 
our website at www.haitisupport.org.

More Accomplishments Here on St Croix:

• We now have the ability to accept donations online at 
www.haitisupport.org.

• Our administrative database is complete to better stay in 
touch with our donor community!  

• We have job descriptions for volunteers who can help us a 
couple of hours each week.  Contact Jamila for more 
information at jamila     haitisupport.org.

• We have a slide presentation summarizing our programs 
and highlighting our summer trip to Haiti.  Mathilde is 
available to present to you or your organization this 
amazing story of one community helping another.

• We are ready to talk to big donors who can help us with the 
Inoculation Program and the Clean Water Program.  Help 
us by connecting us with these donors!

Donate The Things We Need!

•4X4 SUV or Truck. We can take delivery anywhere in 
the US or USVI. Needs to be in good shape and strong.
•Desktop Computer: Modern and functioning.
•Video Camcorder: with Photo Voltaic Panels/Inverter.
•Computer Projector: For use with our laptop during 
group presentations.
•School Furnishings: Do you have a good contact in the 
states for old school desks, chairs, library and science lab 
furniture? We have a whole school to outfit!
•Frequent Flier Miles: We travel to the states for buying 
trips and to talk to donors and to Haiti regularly. Travel is 
a big expense – got miles?
•Condo or Apartment in New York/Miami/Boston: 
Have a condo we can use? We make regular buying trips 
to the states, and are lining speaking engagements in 
these major cities. Hotels are costly!
•Corporate Jet Travel: It takes us two days to fly to 
Haiti (requires Miami overnight). A corporate jet flies 
from the VI to Port au Prince in 90 minutes. 

BIG THANKS to Business World and 
Essentials for the Officefor printing our 
newsletter and event posters again this year. 
Thanks you so much Frank and Mary Sluss!

More Volunteers Urgently Needed!

With every new volunteer, more kids get to learn and 
more kids get to eat. Are you that special someone we 
are looking for? We need volunteers for:
•Donor Response
•Public Relations Support
•Newsletter Coordinator
•Event Planner/Event Volunteers
•Raffle Manager
•Graphic Artist/Media Production
Contact us at info   haitisupport.org for more details.


